








The Prompter. 


N.u Mes. CXXIL. 
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‘With This, The Docror’s Prive, began to Coon, 


For Smarting foundly, may convince a Foor 


NEMO OMNIBUS HORIS SAPIT. 
We have all our sick Hour. 
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cv 3. i Setisehle Deserren: he 
HE @!} é of a ne* A ivy \ = 
ving dilpiayd the Bazner of 
vitici[m, bezan his March laf 
Criticifm, began his March laft 
Thurfdav, thro” feveral Paths 
of Learning, he had never trod 
before, in purfuk of an Enemy, 
who (as the brave Count Seck- 


; exdorff, with a handful of Men, 
difconcerted the whole French Army) had, by flight 
Skirmifhes, and only by playing with him, {0 galled 
the poor old Soldier, that he was refolved to mutter 
up his whole Force, to try (contrary to his ufual 
Practice) onz decifive Battle, before he lay'd down 
his Commiffiow. But the Misfortune is, that having 
fet out without any other Guides but a Conceit ot 
hisown Ability, and a pretended Kuowledze of the 
Country, he iias run over a great deal of Ground, to 
no Purpofe ; aarrafing himielf by /oxg and dificult 
Marches, perpetually alarming himielr for fear of 
Surprize, and throwing up Intrenchments, at every 
Moment, as if inftead of going in quelt of a Foe, he 
was retiring from One; and where he has ventured 
to fet down before fome of his Enemy's Stroxg 
Holds, for want of INTELLIGENCE WITHIN, he 
has been repui{od with Lofs. ; 





He is now encamp’d ina large Pisin, which (to 
fhew his Sill ir: Military Matters) is commanded by 
feveral Emineices on which his Enemy has raifed 
Works, from whence he is continally firing on him. 
His Cafe is de‘perate: If he offers to decamp, the 
Confufion will be fo great, that he mult be cut to 
Pieces ; If he ftays, he is expofed to a conffant Di/- 
charge from five Batteries, commanded by Titus 
Livius, Aulus Gellius, Varro, Horace, and Feftus, 
old flauwuch Commanders. 


Finpinc Force could no: avail him, he firft en- 
deavoured to corrupt thefe Leaders, and gain them 
over to his Side. Next he attempted (but in fo un- 
artful a Manner, that his Delizn was vifible,) to 
fhew they were not real Friends to the Caufe they 
ferved, in hopes to make them lefs believed and 
trufted by their Ally. In thort, he has ufed all the 
little Shifts and Ayts, that are generally practifed by 
the Leaders of the Corproves, (a Body of Polifh 
Troops mentioned in late News-Papers) who never 
come to a Fair Battle, but fly from the Enemy, 
when attack’d, and by fome fhort Detour, known to 
them only, come round, and gall the Rear Guard, 
and when they face about, betake themfelves again 
to their ufual ‘Flight, and return by crofs Marches, 
and dark Paffages, which they are very expert in 
difcovering. : 


Tue only way to gain an Advantage over this 
fifting Corps is to hem them in, which {topping up 
all their Avenues to Efcape, obliges them to lay down 
their Arms, (for they never fight long in an open 


1¥ 


Plain) and become Prifoners of War. 


Tuis, at prefent, is the Cafe of the Reverend 


Corprouek atthe Pezafus. Hehas for many Year: 
followed this extraordinary Art of War; with as 
much Succe{S as generally attends thofe who lie in 
Ambulbes, or in Paffes, whence a Surprize,° Or a 
Attack, made with fuch xatural Advantages, ge- 
neraily is fortunate. He has been date/y provoked to 
a fair Combat by the Prompter, who, fiding with 
the Philofophers,. (whom, weak as he is, he had 
ventured to attack in his old Way) prefented him 
Battle, wich, with much Unwillingnets, he at laft 

able to maintain his Ground, 
on of the Field of Battle, 
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Deine, at length, fenfible, that it was in vain for 
him to hope Succeis in fair Combat, he betook him- 
felf to his old Practice of lurking in dark Holds, and 


fa'lying out upon every little frraggling Body of the 


Prompter’s Soldiers, whom too much Secwrity, and 
Contempt of their Ancagonift, render’d xegligent and 
unguarded, and, accordingly, took up one. This 
awakening the Vigilance of ‘The Prompter, he fought 
him for fome Time in his own Method ; and having 
refcued his Party, and drove him from his Retreat, 
compelled him once more to try his Fate by Force 
of Arms, in open Field. ‘This Politick Command- 
r, inftead of accepting the Challenge, Resicn’p 
His Baron ; which, by the Spies I have among 
them, I am informed, will be conferred on another 
Reverend Militant, who having terved a long time, 
under that Renowned Commander, the experienc’d 
Bavius, has acquired as confumunate a Knowledge 
as his Predeceflor. It is yet a Doubt whether. he 
will carry it, (tho’ the Odds are very much for him) 
being oppofed by The Honeft York/hireman, who 
has lately given fome Proofs of his Capacity in the 
Grubean Way, and made two or three Attacks, that 
have been very much applauded’ by the Learned So- 
ciety. Bur unlefs Bavius relumes the Baton, in or- 
der,to prevent a Divifion, It is mott probable, the 
Election will fall on the Reverend Doctor, celebra- 
ted for his Performances in the laft Promprer bur 
‘Two, and better known by the Name of The Maz 
of Tafte, than his own. 


As I am unwilling to take any Advantages, that 
might look as if I diftrufted my own Strength, I 
fhall not force them to a Pitch’d Batile, till an Union 
is re-ettablifhed among the Chiefs, and the General 
Command devolves on ONE; by which Time J 
expect the Return of a Detachment | have fent to 
Cambridge, to raile a Recruit of Veterans, for the 
Service of the Prompter ; after which, I fhall prefent 
them Battle, at the Head of The Pontiricrs Sa- 
LIARES, FLAMINEs D1ALes, and Sati Vir- 
GiINgEs. I fhall content myfelf for the prefent with 
keeping them hemm’d in, and guarding all the Paffes, 
that they may not flip away, and devote the reft of 
this Paper, to confider an Affair, that has madefome 
Noife in ‘Town, and calls aloud for The Prompter’s 
Animadver fion. 








T mean—The Reciprocal Behaviour to each other, 
of Manactr and Actor, and of Botn, to rhe 
Town. 


Tue Difturbance that happened at ‘the Theatre- 
Royal in Drury-Lane, \aft Thurfday Night, when 
the Rehear{al was perform’d by Command, on Ac- 
count of Prince Prettyman’s refufing to act, as well 
as the Circumftances that attended it, are too gene- 
rally known to require any Detail here. I fhall, 
therefore, confine my Obfervations to thefe Two 
Points. 


I. Wuar Right an Actor, even of the firft Clafs, 
has to defire to be excufed acting any Part, when sy 
THE Cast OF THE PLAy, HE BEST CAN PER- 
FORM 1T? And, 


I. Wuat Right a Manager has to indulge him, 
in fuch Requeft ? 


Ir will readily be allow’d me, that Manager and 
Aor, as fuch, are Publick Perfons, fubject to the 
Praife, or Cenfure of the Town, as they deferve one 
ot other ; That reaping a Profit from their publick 
Exhibitions, It isas much incumbent on them to do 
their refpective Duties, as it is for a Gentleman that 
accepts a Place under the Goverriment, to perform 
the E unctions of it. 


Ir muft next be allowed me, That it is expected 
by the Town, that The Manager fhould, in every 
Play he reprefents, caft the fatl Strength of his Com- 
pany, without Refpect of Perfons, Recommendations, 
' Interefts, Brigues, or Cabals. ‘The Town, as well 
as the Inhabitants of the Greet! Room, know, that 
no Company of Actors ever did fubfift without the 
abovemention’d Contingencies. But the Town is 
not to enter into The/e Details. ‘The Town expects, 
and with Juftice, the beft Entertainment the Houfe 
can afford ; and It isno Excufetothem, to let them 
into this Kind of Secret Hiftory, whith only expo- 
fes both Manager and Ador, inftead of apologizing 


for either. 


Ir the Manager fhould be inclin’d to ask, What 
he can do upon the Refufal of an Actor? —Muft he 
lofe a good Actor by sakhins on his Playing? Or, 
would it be more prudent to indulge the Adfor, in 
order to preferve him? The Queftion is anfwered 
by the LaTe BEHAVIOUR OF THE TowN: 
They refented the AGor’s Refufal, tho’ he had The 
Manager’s Word NOT To AcT THE Parr, the 
ftrongeft Circumftance, in his Favour— A Leffon, 
and, I hope, an USEFUL one, both for Manager 
and Aor, who, it isto be wifhed, may, hencefor- 
ward, never join in Requefts, or Grants, that may 
fhew their mutual Weaknefs to the Publick. 


Ir will not be improper, at prefent, to examine 
into the Reafons, why an Actor, of the firft Rank, 
fhould defire to be excufed performing a fecond, or 


third-rate Part. 


Ir his Motive is, That the Part is beneath him, 
let him reflect, that FOR THAT vERY REason, 
becaufe it is weak, it requires his Weight and San- 
ion to make it tafteful to the Town.— And that, 
once more, it is the Duty of the very beff Adtor to 
contribute, as much as is in his Power, to the En- 
tertainment of the Town: fince, if a more Gentle- 
manlike Way of thinking will not bring him to that 
Conviétion, his Maintenance, as an Actor, can on- 
ly rife, in proportion, asthe Pleafure of the Town 
rifes, from the better, or worfe Performance of 


Plays. 


Ir his Motive is, That his other Studies employ 
him fully, let him only confider, how many Years 


Gentlemen, perhaps, of fuperior Birth, toi] at t 

Bar, in the Study of Phyfick, in Publick Offic 

without getting a thirtl Part of the Maintenance 2? 
an eftablifh’d AGor. N ay, Age fteals on them “4 
ten, before they attain this ; and whenit grows q lit 
tle more expanded, and becomes comfortable 9 
are contracted in their Defires, and quite cold e ‘ 
Enjoyments offered. P 


| THE Profeffion of an A€tor is Gentleman}, . 
the Advantages he has of collecting Sentiments fo? 
his own Behaviour, in every Part of Life, and a 
avoiding Dangers to which the wxthinking, or thos. 
who are to draw from themfelves their own Infirn, 
ction, are expofed, renders him the more unpardon. 
able when he fails in any Part of his Conduét. An 
Actor’s Life is ONE PERPETUAL Lesson - and 
there is hardly an Occurrence in Life, for which he 
is not prepared, and has not either his Comfort, o, 
Expedient. I would therefore, as a Promprer that 
has their Welfare at Heart, recommend to them: ¢, 
tranfplant into their own Condu& the noble Sony. 
ments of Inftruction they convey, in fo fenfible and 
feeling a Manner to their Auditors; by which mean; 
they will affert, to the unconvinced, as yet, the req! 
Dignity of the Character of 42 Aor, and take 
away the Slight, under which it lies, with fome. ° 


THE Province of a Manager had need be profy. 
able, for it is very difficult. While Aétors ith 
ctreffes are Men arid Women, which they always 
mutft be, (tho’ I’ve feen fome of the latter teceive 
Adoration as if they were of a higher Species.) they 
will have Izterefts, Partialities, Piques, and Weak- 
neffes. The ame Manager is to have inhis con- 
ftant Eye the Entertainment of the Publick, with 4 
reafonable View to his own Profit. In order to ef. 
fectuate this, he fhould have no Favourite of his 
ow7, or of others ; but where be fees real Merit, 
or the Town points it out to him, draw that Merit 
out of Obfcurity, if ic has labour’d under it, or fet 
it ina frronger Light, if itcan bear it. He fhov’d, 
in one Word, diftinguifh Merit, and not Perfons, 
The whole of his Bufinefs lies in a proper Diftinétion, 
and this will teach him how far he may give into the 
Interefts, Partialities, Piques, or Weakneffes, men- 
tioned above: But as it isimpoffible he thould at- 
tend to every Thing himfelf, of neceffity, he mut 
depute fome to act under him. In his Choiee, 
therefore, he fhould confider what Interefts, Par- 
tialities, Piques, or Weakneffes, Thofe he mutt de- 
pute may have, that may carry their Execution of his 
Power, beyond his proper Objeé, in favour of their’s, 
and limit it accordingly. 


THEsE general Hints fhew, at one View, how 
neceflary Prudence, and Firmnefs, as well as a largé 
Competency of Theatrical Knowledze, is to a Ma- 
nager, and are not intended to point at any particu- 
lar Perfons whatfoever : For the Prompter pretends 
to no more than a general Knowledge of the prefent 
Stage-Government, which any one from Rehedtion 
may have. 


I caNNoT conclude this Paper, without expref- 
firig the Pleafure I feel, in a double Senfe, that we 
fhall not lofean Actor, whofe Genius calls ftrongly 
for the Application of one Part of Virgil’s beautiful 
Defcription of Fame, where he fays, Virefque ac- 
quirit eundo, and that having had the Weaknefs of 
committing an Error, he has increafed his own good 
Opinion, with thé Publick, by that moft rare, and 
valuable Quality, of — it. 


The Letter figned Philocles is received, and has 
already been in great meafure anfwered. 


—— | 
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